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Design/Implementation Block Grant (Year 2 Pilot)
Project Readiness Screening

Applicant: ________________________________________
Project Name: _____________________________________
WPD#:________________________
This information will help streamline the environmental review and project readiness process for your water quality improvement project. If you have general questions about the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) permit process, please contact a Permit Specialist who can assist you in identifying all necessary state permits or approvals for any given project. This form must be completed for each design/implementation block grant project and submitted upon project completion. 
	
Part A: Natural Resource Conflicts
	This section of the Project Readiness Screening Form identifies any lakeshore, river, and/or wetland natural resource conflicts that may be present at your project site and provides resources on who to contact if a permit is likely required.

	I. Act 250 Permits

	1. Have any Act 250 (Vermont’s Land Use and Development Control Law) Permits been issued in the project site’s parcel location?
       An Act 250 Permit is required for certain categories of development, such as subdivisions of 10 lots or more, commercial projects on more than one acre or ten acres (depending on whether the town has permanent zoning and subdivision regulations), and any development above the elevation of 2,500 feet. 
       Contact the project district’s Permit Specialist if you have any questions about Act 250. Visit http://dec.vermont.gov/environmental-assistance/permits/specialists to find the Permit Specialist for your project’s district. 
	 

Yes     No

	If yes, please provide the permit number and list any water resource issues or natural resource issues found:
                        Permit Number:
                        Resource Issues: 
	

	II. Lakeshore

	1. Is the project site located within 250 feet of a lakeshore water’s edge?
       
	   Yes     No

	If yes, contact a Lake and Shoreland Regional Permit Analyst and have them complete and sign the DEC Technical Staff Project Approval Form*. 

You might need either a Shoreland Protection Act Permit or an Encroachment Permit. Visit http://dec.vermont.gov/watershed/lakes-ponds/permit/contact to find the
Permit Analyst for your project’s region.  
	Yes, needs permit.   
  
No permit required.

	III. River Corridor

	1. Is there any portion of the project site located within 100’ of a river corridor and/or mapped Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) flood hazard area? 
	
  Yes    No

	If yes, contact a River Scientist and/or Floodplain Manager and have them complete and sign the DEC Technical Staff Project Approval Form. 

Visit https://dec.vermont.gov/watershed/rivers/river-corridor-and-floodplain-protection/river-scientists to find the River Scientist and/or Floodplain manager for your project’s  
region.
	Yes, project cleared by RMP.

No, project cancelled.

	3. If the project itself is not in the river corridor and/or flood hazard area, is there any portion of the project that may contribute point source water runoff into the stream?              Ex. A stormwater pond’s pipe draining into a river corridor area 
	  Yes   No

	If yes, contact a River Scientist and have them complete and sign the DEC Technical Staff Project Approval Form*. They must approve the project. 

Visit http://dec.vermont.gov/watershed/rivers/river-corridor-and-floodplain-protection to find the River Scientist for your project’s region. 
	Yes, project cleared by RMP.

No, project cancelled.

	4. Does any portion of the project involve work on the stream bank and/or floodplain? 
	    Yes   No

	If yes, contact a River Scientist and have them complete and sign DEC Technical Staff Project Approval Form*.

You may need a Stream Alteration Permit. Stream Alteration Permits regulate activities that take place in or along streams. The types of activities that are regulated include streambank stabilization, road improvements that encroach on streams, and bridge   
construction or repair. Visit http://dec.vermont.gov/watershed/rivers/river-corridor-and-floodplain-protection to find the River Scientist for your project’s region.
	Yes, permit required.

No permit required.

	IV. Wetland

	1. Is there any portion of the project site located in or within 100 feet of a mapped wetland, wetland advisory layer, or hydric soil area? 

	

Yes      No

	2. Are there any indications that you may have a wetland area onsite outside of mapping?
See Landowners Guide to Wetlands for additional information on identifying wetlands onsite.
	
Yes      No

	If yes to either of the above, contact a District Ecologist or another wetland professional regarding the potential that the project may trigger a permit requirement and have them complete and sign the DEC Technical Staff Project Approval Form*.  

The District Wetlands Ecologist can help determine the approximate locations of wetlands and whether you need to hire a Wetland Consultant to conduct a wetland delineation.  Any activity within a Class I or II wetland or wetland buffer zone (100 feet and 50 feet respectively) which is not exempt or considered an “allowed use” under the Vermont Wetland Rules requires a permit. All permits must go through a public notice process, which takes time. Visit http://dec.vermont.gov/watershed/wetlands/contact to find the District Ecologist for your project’s region. 

	Yes, project has no wetland impacts.

Yes, permit required   

	V. Stormwater

	1. Will the project disturb more than an acre of land during construction?
	   Yes      No

	If yes, forward to the appropriate Stormwater specialist to ensure necessary permitting and have them complete and sign the DEC Technical Staff Project Approval Form*.  

	

	2. Will this project add impervious surface, create new development or otherwise require a Stormwater permit?
	   Yes      No
   

	VI. Basin Planner Review

	1. Has this project been reviewed and approved by the applicable Basin Planner?
	   Yes      No
   

	All projects must have the Basin Planner complete and sign the DEC Technical Staff Project Approval Form*.
	


* DEC Technical Staff Project Approval Form is provided by SWCRPC can be found here.
