Design/Implementation Block Grant (Year 2 Pilot) 
Project Selection & Screening Guidance Document
Step 1: Each project must have a watersheds project database number. If the project is not yet in the watersheds project database, the recipient must collaborate with their local basin planner to propose the project, have the basin planner review, enter information into the database and assign a watershed projects database number to that project. Once in the watersheds project database, the project will need to be added to the visual watersheds project explorer by the basin planner, this will require location information.
Step 2: Conduct preliminary project type eligibility screening: 
a. The project must have a primary purpose of improving water quality by reducing nutrient and/or sediment pollution. 
b. The project type is listed in the Design/Implementation Block Grant eligible project types, milestones and deliverables table. Please note: streambank erosion hazard mitigation projects, and culverts and other stream crossings are low priority for funding (to be considered they must restore stream equilibrium conditions).  
c. It has been identified and ranked in the watersheds project database. 
d. It was identified as a priority project in an assessment or plan. If it is not listed as a priority project in an assessment or plan, approval must be obtained from the basin planner and all applicable technical staff specifying they either support or support with conditions.  
e. If the project is on private land: with respect to stormwater-related mitigation projects, DEC places municipal project proposals at a higher priority for funding than similar projects on private property. Stormwater mitigation projects on private land will need to:
· Demonstrate that the project will address significant water quality concern;
· Ensure that the project is not for achieving compliance with a state permit or state order; and
· Include an operations and maintenance plan for the life of the project (a minimum of 10 years).
f. [bookmark: _GoBack]The project is not eligible for this design/implementation block grant if it is:
· A project that solely addresses flooding problems, drainage, and/or flood mitigation without addressing nutrient/sediment pollution;
· A project whose primary benefit is aquatic organism passage (AOP);
· An assessment project, including stormwater master planning;
· A dam project;
· A road project;
· A river corridor easement or project involving land acquisition;
· A riparian buffer project (unless part of a river corridor restoration or lake shoreland project;
· A project related to compliance with Minimum Control Measures under the MS4 (Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System) General Permit; and
· General education and outreach. 
g. [bookmark: _Hlk166988]If the project is a rivers project (see project types):  Project must be discussed with and given initial approval by DEC Regional River Scientist, regardless of permitting needs.
Step 3: Coordinate with DEC staff to conduct natural resources screening (to be conducted at each project phase- 30% design, final design, implementation):
a. Utilize the visual watersheds project explorer and natural resource screening tool to navigate to a project and screen for potential natural resource conflicts (to be used as guidance document, not a permit screening tool). Utilize the tool to determine which programs must be consulted (rivers, lakes, wetlands, stormwater, etc.). Contact information for the technical staff assigned to the project location is available through the natural resources screening tool (URL available upon finalization of the tool). 
b. Complete the Design/Implementation Year 2 Project Readiness Screening form to cross reference the technical staff required for natural resource screening review (save this form in the project files for final reporting). 
c. Contact applicable technical staff to have them review the project for natural resource impacts. Please send them the watersheds project database number, project readiness form, location and description of the project, and any other relevant information that will be utilized in their review.
d. Obtain written documentation of the results of their findings (email meets this requirement). Responses much include “approval to proceed with the projects”, OR “approval with conditions to proceed with the project”, OR “denied approval to proceed”. Some eligible project types within the design/implementation block grant have additional eligibility screening requirements. Please see the eligible project types, milestones and deliverables table. This information must be included in the final project materials to be submitted to DEC (DEC will be spot checking to ensure compliance with this reporting requirement).
e. Additionally, conduct your own review of the project to determine if it meets CWIP basic natural resources eligibility criteria, below. 
	 Degree of Impact to Natural Resource
	Eligibility

	No impact; no permit necessary
	Eligible for further evaluation

	Project requires a non-reporting general permit from DEC
	Eligible for further evaluation

	Project may cause a temporary impact (during time of construction)
	Eligible for further evaluation

	Project achieves net water quality improvement, has minimized impacts but requires a state permit
	Eligible for further evaluation

	Combined Sewer Overflow projects that involve green stormwater infrastructure that may trigger a state stormwater permit to mitigate negative impacts
	Eligible for further evaluation

	New or expanded development that seeks funding for compliance with a state permit or state order to mitigate negative impacts
	Not eligible

	Project causes long-term impact (beyond time or construction) and cannot be permitted
	Not eligible



