SUBJECT TO APPROVAL
DRAFT
Southern Windsor County
Regional Planning Commission
Minutes of Tuesday, November 17, 2015
Springfield Town Office, Springfield, VT
Commissioners Present: Tom Bock (Chair), Chester; Peter Daniels, Weathersfield; Carol
Lighthall (Vice Chair), Baltimore; Etienne Ting, Cavendish; Walter Martone (Alt.), Springfield;
Norm Vanasse, Ludlow.
Staff Present: Tom Kennedy, Jason Rasmussen, Dan Potter.
Public Hearing
Tom Bock opened the public hearing at 12:15 PM on whether to approve the municipal plan
and confirm the municipal planning efforts of the Town and Village of Ludlow under 24 V.S.A.
§4350. No members of the public were present; no comments were received.
Walter Martone made a motion to close the public hearing. Second by Carol Lighthall. Motion passed.
Regular Meeting
Tom Bock opened the meeting at 12:18 PM.
1. Approval of 2015 Ludlow Municipal Plan and confirmation of Ludlow’s local planning
process
a. Dan Potter reported that the Town Plan Review Committee met just prior to this
meeting to review Ludlow’s 2015 Municipal Plan and their local planning
process in accordance with 24 V.S.A. §4350.
b. This plan represents modest amendments to the Municipal Plan that serves both
the Town and Village of Ludlow. These amendments include adding some new
sections (i.e. air resources, flood resilience) and modifying existing sections as it
relates to supporting the communities aspirations for Village Center designation.
c. Peter Daniels made a motion to approve the 2015 Municipal Plan for the Town and
Village of Ludlow and to confirm Ludlow’s municipal planning process under 24 V.S.A.
§4350. Second by Etienne Ting. Motion passed.
2. Secretary’s Report
a. Carol Lighthall made a motion to approve the October 20, 2015 Secretary’s Report.
Second by Peter Daniels. Motion passed.
3. Treasurer’s Report
a. Peter Daniels made a motion to accept the October 2015 Treasurer’s Report. Second by
Etienne Ting. Motion passed.

1
DRAFTED ON 11/19/2015

SUBJECT TO APPROVAL
b. Tom Kennedy indicated that towns may have difficulty with FEMA if they do
not have an approved procurement policy. VLCT has a good model for towns to
use.
4. Discussion of Section 248 proposals
a. Staff reported that the landscaping installed for the Springfield Solar Alliance I
project, located at the intersection of VT Routes 106 and 10, is not providing
effective screening at this time. The plants appear to be smaller than as shown
on the project landscaping plans. The deciduous plant selection will also not
provide good screening for half of the year.
b. Staff reported on the proposed Springfield Solar Alliance II project, which
involves a 500 KW ground-mounted solar generating facility located off School
Street in North Springfield. Landscaping again appears to be a consideration for
this project. Tom Kennedy intends to contact the attorney to discuss landscaping
issues. The Board supports the submission of a motion to intervene.
c. Jason Rasmussen reported on the VELCO Connecticut River Valley Project,
involving reconductoring the transmission line between the Ascutney and
Coolidge Substations and a small expansion of the Ascutney Substation. VELCO
did a good job of addressing the sentiments expressed about the project by the
Board and the Town of Weathersfield before the formal petition was submitted
to the PSB. The only question that remains with the application is whether the
landscaping could be modified slightly in order to screen the facility considering
the difference in the elevations on the site.
d. Tom Kennedy reported on the Ranger Solar project in Ludlow. The project
involves a 20 MW ground-mounted solar generating facility on a site in Ludlow
located very close to the Coolidge Substation. The panels, as proposed, will
cover about 85 acres of land. They proposed to bury a line to connect to the
substation. There were about 50 attendees at the recent public meeting, most of
whom opposed the project. The Governor recently came out against the project.
However, we have not yet received the full petition and do not have enough
information to formulate an opinion at this point.
5. Act 250 Applications
a. Tom Kennedy reported on the preserve facility proposed for the Windsor
Industrial Park. The industrial park, collectively has a parking issue during busy
weekends during the year. Staff coordinated with the applicant and Town staff
to determine if adequate parking will be provided. At this point, it looks like the
parking is being resolved adequately through the local permitting process.
6. Discussion of Agency of Agriculture’s Draft Required Agricultural Practices
a. Dan Potter reported that the Agency of Agriculture recently released draft rules
that would replace the existing Accepted Agricultural Practices with the
proposed Required Agricultural Practices. This is intended to address the new
water quality bill (Act 64). The changes are numerous and would alter some of
the existing local zoning exemptions. There are a number of public hearings
proposed throughout the state. The RPC would like to schedule a reginal event
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so that farmers and town officials can better understand these proposed new
rules.
7. January Climate Change Meeting with Other Regional Organizations
a. Tom Kennedy followed up with a discussion two months ago regarding a
meeting of various regional organizations to discuss climate change. The
meeting is being organized for some time in January 2016 and the agenda is
beginning to take shape. We will report back as more details become available.
8. Peter Daniels made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Second by Walter Martone. Motion
passed. The meeting was adjourned at approximately 1:30 PM.
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