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DOWNTOWN DESIGNATION BENEFITS 

Because of its participation in the Vermont Downtown 
Designation Program, Springfield’s Downtown District has 
the following benefits available: 

10% HISTORIC TAX CREDITS  
 Available as an add-on to approved Federal Historic Tax 

Credit projects. 
 Eligible costs include interior and exterior improvements, 

code compliance, plumbing and electrical upgrades. 

25% FACADE IMPROVEMENT TAX CREDITS 
 Eligible facade work up to $25,000. 

50% CODE IMPROVEMENT TAX CREDITS 
 Available for up to $50,000 each for elevators and 

sprinkler systems and $12,000 for lifts. 
 Eligible code work includes ADA modifications, electrical 

or plumbing up to $25,000. 

DOWNTOWN TRANSPORTATION FUND 
 Eligible to receive loans, loan guarantees, or grants up to 

$75,000 for capital transportation and related capital 
improvement projects. 

 Grants may not exceed 50% of a project’s cost. 

TRAFFIC CALMING OPTIONS 
 Authority to post speed limits of less than 25 mph to help 

calm traffic and make the downtown a more pedestrian-
friendly environment. 

NEW SIGNAGE OPTIONS 
 May erect and post informational signs to help guide 

visitors to downtown and to significant historical, 
educational, recreational or cultural landmarks. 

PRIORITY CONSIDERATION FOR HUD, CDBG AND 
MUNICIPAL PLANNING GRANTS 
 Priority consideration for Municipal Planning Grants and 

funding from Vermont’s Community Development 
Program. 

PRIORITY CONSIDERATION BY STATE BUILDING AND 
GENERAL SERVICES (BGS) 
 Priority site consideration by the State Building and 

General Services (BGS) when leasing or constructing 
buildings. 

SPECIAL ASSESSMENT DISTRICTS 
 May create a special assessment district (also known as 

special benefits district or business improvement district) 
to raise funds for both operating costs and capital 
expenses to support specific projects in downtown. 
 

And the benefits as modified by Act 147 (2013-2014) 

Springfield Downtown Designation 
The purpose of this paper is to document excerpts of 
the 2014 Springfield Town Plan as it relates to its 
designated Downtown District and the requirements 
of Act 59.  Chapter and page number citations are 
included for each of the following excerpts. 

Benefits of designation are listed in the sidebar to the 
right. 

Downtown Designation (Chapter 10, page 80) 

The purpose of this section is to document 
Springfield’s designated Downtown District and the 
importance of maintaining this designation in order to 
further goals of this Plan per Act 59 [24 V.S.A. 
§2793(c)].   

Implementation (Chapter 10, pages 80-81) 
 
Springfield has been pursuing economic 
revitalization efforts in the downtown for many 
years. In 1995 Springfield on the Move, the Town 
of Springfield and the Southern Windsor County 
Regional Planning Commission commissioned The 
Cavendish Partnership and Douglas J. Kennedy 
and Associates to prepare the “Springfield 
Downtown Redevelopment Plan” (Plan). This Plan 
analyzed the then existing conditions of 
downtown parking, pedestrian circulation 
(sidewalks and crosswalks) and traffic circulation, 
progressed to a circulation and parking plan with 
recommendations, and a master/streetscape 
plan encompassing public meeting input, the 
master plan for parking, pedestrian and traffic 
circulations, community gathering places, veteran 
memorials, building demolition and vistas of the 
river among other things.  
 
In 2000, Springfield received an official 
Downtown Designation from the State of 
Vermont.  This designation was most recently 



2014 Springfield Town Plan Excerpts to address Act 59 

2 
 

renewed in July 2009.  Renewal is due again in December 2014.  It is critically important to 
maintain designation in support of Springfield’s downtown revitalization efforts. 
 
The boundaries of the Downtown District are shown on Base Features Map: Insert for 
Downtown.  This area is comprised essentially of the traditional central business district, and it 
includes a substantial part of Springfield’s historic district as listed in the National Register of 
Historic Places.   
 
A Design Control District was adopted by the Town to maintain the historic character and scale 
of the structures within this area, which coincides with the Designated Downtown.  In addition, 
the Town recently adopted zoning amendments to increase density standards and allow more 
residential and commercial units on the second and third floors of buildings in the Downtown. 
 
Springfield on the Move (SOM) is the entity that is primarily responsible for the local Downtown 
Program.  The organization has been very active in recent years, completing a market analysis, 
parking study and façade improvement plan.  This year, SOM is working with the Town and 
other partners to update the Downtown Master Plan.  SOM has partnered with the Town and 
other organizations to recently implement recommendations the façade and parking studies, 
and successfully applied for an electric vehicle charging station to be installed in Downtown 
Springfield.   
 
In the last few years the Town reconstructed sidewalks and lighting improvements along Main 
Street.  In addition, the Community Center Bridge was improved.  VTrans plans to pave Main 
Street in 2015. 
 
Renewal (Chapter 10, page 81) 
 
The Town will apply for renewal of Springfield’s Downtown Designation in order to further the goals 
of this Plan.  Renewing Downtown Designation is important to recognize local efforts to 
preserve and revitalize historic downtown Springfield, and to provide tools that help to 
implement goals of this Plan, including:  
 Furthering the intent of the Land Use Chapter for the Downtown to serve as the 

traditional central business district, with the highest densities in town, a mix of 
commercial with residential and light industrial uses, public and recreational uses, and 
pedestrian and non-motorized transportation facilities. 

 Seeking to expedite the permitting process for desired economic development within the 
designated Downtown. 

 Providing incentives to maintain and enhance Downtown Development in Springfield. 
 Implementing the Downtown Master Plan as discussed in the Economic Development 

Chapter. 
 Enabling eligible property owner’s access to tax credits to incentivize investment in 

Downtown buildings. 
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Goals 

11. Maintain local downtown revitalization programs and initiatives in order to achieve an 
economically strong Downtown District in accordance with the Historic Downtown 
Development policies and purposes in 24 V.S.A. §2790. (Chapter 10, page 82) 

9. Enhance public awareness of historic buildings and sites in Springfield’s downtown, 
whose enhancement would improve the downtown’s streetscape and promote 
economic development and revitalization. (Chapter 11, page 96) 

Objectives 

18. Continue to participate in Vermont’s Downtown Program. Support the efforts of 
Springfield on the Move in maintaining and enhancing the Designated Downtown and 
Main Street programs.  (Chapter 10, page 83) 

5. Maintain the downtown as the heart of Springfield through the use of financial and non-
monetary incentives, and targeted municipal investment. (Chapter 11, page 97) 
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