Presentation at the 2015 Vermont Travel Industry
Conference in Burlington. March2015
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CONNECTICUT RIVER BYWAY -y

- Established in 1998

- Over 500 miles of roadway
- Vermont Byway

* New Hampshire Byway

* National Byway — "America’s

- Connecticut River Byway
Council

* Previously had paid staff who
did variety of projects including
Corridor Management Plan,
signs, brochures, etc.




ABOUT THE PROJECT

* 12 Travel Itineraries
» 8 car based itineraries
* 3 bicycling itineraries
* 1 paddling itinerary

* 100 historic site profiles

* Final products
* Printed brochure

Website — wordpress,
mobile-friendly

Interactive map — built
within ArcGIS online

Newsletters
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A | 9.7 Miles; approx. 20 minutes

START: St, Johrsbury “isitor's Center (51 Depot

Square, 5t Johnsbury, VT)

m Follow US-2 west along Eastern Avente,

m Turn Left onto Bain Street, heading south.

® Turn right onto U3-5 south md continue untl
Barnet Village,

FIMNISH: Barnet, VT (near Town Hall, 1743 1J5-5,
Barnet VT)

Attractions and Detours along the way:

5t Jobmsbury (incuding Ralroad Depot,
Catamnount Film and Arts Center; Main Street
Athenaeum, Fairb anks Museumn and Planet arium;
MNortheast Kingdem Artisans Guild), Scenic
Owerlook of Fifteen Mile Falls, Comerford Darn,
Fairbanks Mill; Danville Green; Peacharm; West
Barnet Village; Cornerford Reservoir fishing
access picnic sites from Comerford Dan Road
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MAJOR TASKS

- Make connections with people and organizations along the Byway
» Collect information about places to see and roads to travel

* Research detail about 100 historic sites

 Compile all content and images

* Draw maps for printed brochure

* Design and print brochure

* Design and build website to hold itineraries and historic site info

* Design and build interactive map

* Publish Connecticut River Byway Newsletter

- Distribution of brochure




WHO WAS INVOLVED

* Regional Planning * Project led by Southern
Commissions Windsor County Regional
Planning Commission
* Town staff
» Contracted out work for:
* Chambers of Commerce - Brochure design and cover

illustration

= Tourism Associations -
* Brochure printing

- Bike shops

- Museum and historic site staff OVE R 140

- Interested individuals

* Vermont Agency of people were
Transportation Involved!

- Vermont Dept of Tourism and
Marketing




FUNDING

* Funding through Federal
Hilglhway Administration’s
(FHWA) Byway Program

* Funding matched with local
funds from:

* Southern Windsor County
Regional Plann{/rc/%
Commission (SWCRPC)
Upper Valley — Lake Sunapee

Regional Plannin
Commission (UVLSRPCQ)

 Two Rivers — Ottauquechee
Regional Commission
(TRORCQ)

* Unpaid assistance from many
volunteers was vital

Newsletter of Connecticut River Byway
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RIVER

One of America’s Byways

The Connecticut River Byway, a byway
distinguished as “one of America's Byways,"
is over 500 miles of state roads bordering the
Connecticut River in both Vermont and New
Hampshire.

Traveling the Byway provides the authentic
New England experience of historic villages,
mountain views, working farms, home grown
crops, high-end crafts, and outdoor pastimes
like fishing, boating, wildlife observation, and
hiking.

The Connecticut River Byway was
established in 1998 and in 2005 became a
National Scenic Byway.
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Signs Are Up!

The long-awaited
wayfinding and
trailblazer signs are
now up!

Welcome

As you travel our Center -

Byway, leck for signs
in the Vermont towns. Trai :
of Brattleboro, Bellows 10 Station
Falls, Windsor, White

River Junction, Wells Sops

River, 5t. Johnsbury and |

in the New Hampshire

towns of Claremont,

Haverhill, Colebrook and

Lancaster.




ctriverbyway.org

‘@ C 0 n n B B'I: | GU t R I'u'e r Byway Traveler Information Along Mew England's Great River

BY

CALENDAR TRAVEL THE BYWAY RECREATION ARTS & CULTURE ENVIRONMENT & GEOGRAPHY

Welcome

Byway Counc

The Connecticut River Byway

News,
Publications
- . i and Links
Travel with us along New England’s Great River "
Calendar
The Connecticut River is the natural bridge that unites New Hampshire and Vermont for over half of the
waterway’s 410-mile journey from the Canadian border to the Atlantic Ocean. This great river rises in a Travel the Byway
little pond known as Fourth Connecticut Lake on the Canadian border, and there begins as a mere trickle. Brattleboro
It proceeds through a series of lakes in a dense, spruce fir forest with moose and other woodland Region
creatures. The history of New England's longest and most powerful river reaches back into time. It is the R AR
story of clashing continental plates and glacial ice, the story of Abenaki living lightly on the land, and the Getgion

story of colonial settlement in villages among fields and forests whose architectural distinction still

dominates the valley today. Vindsor /
Claremont



Interactive map —accessible from ctriverbyway.org
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Connecticut River Byway Travel
Guide
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Brattleboro Itinerary

LEGEND

O
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Click here for the Itinerary website 1 - Downtown Brattleboro Historic =
The site of a military outpost builtin 1724, District
Brattleboro is the Byway's most southerly
: : Route 5, Brattleboro, VT
Waypoint and now one of its largest urban ; ;
) Click image for more information
centers. Its cosmopolitan atmosphere was
established in the 19th century by a mineral The Brattleboro Downtown Historic
springs resort that attracted travelers to a West i District encompasses sixty-two =
il iy e e ra
promised “water cure” and continues today Brattl ggoro o I"E burfmngs in the town's center,
) Ve 3] extending the entire five-block fength

thanks to the School for International Training, i el e

of Main Street paraliel to the
whose students and teachers come from many Eanineciciit River on the sk
countries. A vibrant downtown that celebrates the

L]

performing and visual arts is focused along a
Main Street that follows the curve of the adjacent
Connecticut River.

Vernon

Ashuelat

Winchester

_Esri, HERE, Delorme, NGA, USGS | Esri, HERE, Delorme

Qach
_"-‘-

* Variety of online mapping options considered — cartodb, googlemaps, ArcGIS online (ESRI)

Pros and Cons for all. Hard to keep up with technology “upgrades” even over 2 years!




Brochure — lllustrated cover, travel directions,
maps, short summaries of some historic sites

west

Brattleboro
-

{ Brattleboro

Rl Park Hill

Spofford
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48 pages

8.5 x 11 inches

15 Moore and
Thompson

Paper Mill Complex
33 Bridge Street,
Bellows Falk, Vermont
From the 18705 to
14205, Bellows Falls,
“errnont was one of
MNew Englands largest
indusirial centers, with the Moore and Thompson
Paper Wil plaving a vital role in its prosperity,
Today, the Moore and Thompson Paper Mill
remans as one of the last surviving manufacturing
complexes that encompassed the 30-acre "island”
created by the Bellows Falls canal,

19 Langdon
Meeting House

121 Route 124,
Lawgdon,

New Hampshire
Since the first town
meeting washeld

in their newly built
Langdon Meeting
House in 1803, cornrnunity mernbers have been
gathering at this sarne location for over 210 years,
marking a New Hampshire State record for most
consecttive town meetings conducted in the same
building,

23 Springfisld
Historic District
Routes 11 & 106
Springfield, Vermont
The list of machine
tool inventors and
entrepleneurs who
honed their skills and
made Springfield,
Yermont ther base of operations along the Black
River'snatural waterfalls, during the [ndustrial
Revolution, readslike a "who's who™ of American
ingenuity, ganing national significance in the 19th
and early 20th centuries

24 Purda
Schoolhouse
140 Charlestown Road,
Springfield. Vermont
As willagers in
Springfield. Yermont
built their one-room
school house in

& 1750, David Searle.
their first teacher, daimed the honor of naming
the school, Upon 1eaching the village settlement
and seeing the new schoolhouse. he exclaimed.
“Burekal” ("I have found it" in Greek). The Bureka
Schoolhouse isthe oldest surviving scho olhouse
and one of few remaining 18h century public
buildings in Verment.

11

26 Rockingham Mesting House

11 Meeting House Road, Rockingham, Vermont

Druring the 18th and 19th centuries, local meeting houses
protected and supported the religious and governmental
lives of its New England residents, For a truly authentic and
higtoric ghmpse mto the look and feel of a meeting house,
visiters can tour Eockingharn Meeting House, Verm ont’s
oldest public building in its near original construction,

To learn more about the sites below go to:
ctriverbyway. org

14 Bellow Falls Downtown Historic District
16 Hall Covered Bridge

17 Saxtons River Historic District

18 Walpole Acadermny

22 Crown Point Military Road

Ter karn more abeut cur thriving artisan cermmunities,
visit the websites listed on page 10



BROCHURE DISTRIBUTION

- 10 Byway Waypoint
Welcome Centers
- Brattleboro, VT
- Bellows Falls, VT
- Claremont, NH
- Windsor, VT
- White River Junction, VT
- Haverhill, NH
- Wells River, VT
* St Johnsbury, VT
- Lancaster, NH
- Colebrook, NH

- Vermont Visitor Centers

* Randolph, Bradford,
Guilford, Hartford and White
River Junction

* And many other places

including:

- Historical Societies

- Town Halls

- Chambers of Commerce

NO ONE-STOP SHOP!
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THINGS TO CELEBRATE

ek R

* All the connections  p-=g.
with people along
the Byway

Hearing all the
stories about how
people live and
travel around the
Byway

- Vibrant and diverse
history of the Byway
communities

Funding for a
unique project

Some participants from the most northern meeting in Colebrook NH.




CHALLENGES

A little gem near Littleton NH

* Keeping up-to-date as

contacts changed at
organizations

 Completing a tourism-

related project without a
tourism background

* Scope of project limited by

original grant application
(eg no web application)

* Long time to develop

(2009 - 2015)

* Many miles, 2 states, many

communities, many
people... and many
opinions!
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QUESTIONS?

* Katharine Otto -
Project Coordinator

802-674-9201

* Gayle Ottmann -
Connecticut River
Byway Council Co-Chair

Indoor display at Wells River Waypoint Welcome Center.
Display created for a previous project of the
Connecticut River Byway Council




