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          Winter 2013 

Special points of interest: 

Scenic Route 100 Byway is 
Expanding 

Home Energy Challenge, 
Neighbors Helping 
Neighbors to Save Money 

 

Regional Travel Patterns Update 

Don’t forget to check us out on Facebook         
 

 our website for the most up to date information.         

www.swcrpc.org                                      https://www.facebook.com/SWCRPC  

and also 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

The SWCRPC recently published a new summary of the  
Region’s travel patterns based on 2010 Longitudinal  
Employer-Household Dynamics (LEHD) data available 
through the U.S. Census Bureau. 

The data showed that just over half of the Region’s residents work within 
Windsor County (53%) (LEHD, 2010).  For those who work in the Region, the 
majority work in clusters which are mainly in downtowns and village centers, 
although there are several outside those key areas.  Travel time to work for 
the Region has in general increased slightly since 1990 to today from 17 to 
23 minutes (1990 and 2000 Decennial Censuses and 2006-2010 American 
Community Survey).   
 
Overall, the majority of people in the Region commute less than 10 miles 
(LEHD 2005 and 2010).  Over the last 5 years there has been a slight drop in 
the percentage of people who commute less than 10 miles or over 50 miles 
to work, as more people travel between 10 and 50 miles.  The 2009 National 
Household Travel Survey (NHTS) (2009) showed that nearly half of all trips 
(work and personal trips) took ten minutes or less and 83% of trips took half 
an hour or less.   
 
For more information, visit the Transportation Page.   
 

http://www.swcrpc.org
https://www.facebook.com/SWCRPC
http://swcrpc.org/wp/programs/transportation/
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A new Vermont interactive map viewer was released by the Vermont Center for Geographic Information 
(VCGI) on December 1st.  The new map viewer replaces the Environmental Interest Locator, is easier to use 
and includes additional features – such as the ability to print and save maps.  The map viewer is available 
online at http://www.vcgi.org/mapcenter/   A free online webinar is available to view at www.vcgi.org. 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

ANR’s New Natural Resource Atlas is Now Online 

VCGI recently released new data standards aimed at standardizing the creation of GIS parcel data.  These 
standards are available online at http://www.vcgi.org/techres/standards/parcel_standard_v.1.0.pdf  Tax maps 
are one of the most important local government information assets. GIS parcel data is the digital,  
geographically-referenced data used to represent parcel boundaries, unlanded dwellings, and associated  
attribute information on municipal tax maps.  There are several benefits to following the new data standards, 
including: 
 - It will allow towns to link their maps to their electronic municipal grand list data and display local  
   information. 
 - It will ensure that high quality and reliable parcel information products are developed. 
 - It can help towns to provide public notices, plan bus routes, and carry out other municipal services. 
 - It will allow Regional Planning Commissions and State Agencies to merge data from different towns 
   for regional and statewide maps. 
If you have any questions about these new standards or mapping parcels, please contact Katharine. 

Vermont Parcel Standards 

http://www.vcgi.org/mapcenter/
http://www.vcgi.org/techres/standards/parcel_standard_v.1.0.pdf


 

 

Did you know... 

Funding Opportunities 

HUD Sustainable Communities Regional Planning Grant Update  

 
Transportation Alternatives Program -The Vermont Agency of Transportation (VTrans) announced the new 
Transportation Alternatives Program that was created under the federal surface transportation bill MAP-21 
(Moving Ahead for Progress in the 21st Century) in July 2012, and replaces the Transportation  
Enhancements Program.  The program is similar, but not the same. For more detailed information and the 
application, see http://vtransengineering.vermont.gov/sections/ltf/transportationalternatives  
 
If you need any assistance with preparing the application, have any questions and when you need a letter of 
support from the RPC for your application, please contact Katharine. 
 
 
USDA Rural Development Community Facilities Loans and Grants – Loans or grants for non-profits and  
public bodies to renovate, repair, purchase or construct buildings which house community services or  
purchase equipment for the facilities.  Applications due January 18, 2013.   
http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/HCF_CF.html  

 

Hazard Mitigation Grants Available – A fourth round of mitigation grants are available for damages  
associated with Tropical Storm Irene and the May 2012 high wind/flooding event.  Letter of intent due by 
January 18, 2013.  Applications due February 1, 2013.  http://vem.vermont.gov/hmgp_11.2.12  

 
Our Town Grants – Funding for a variety of projects that strengthen community livability through the arts 
available through the National Endowment of the Arts.  Applications due January 14, 2013.  
http://arts.gov/grants/apply/OurTown/index.html  
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New! Complete Streets Guidebook 

The Southern Windsor Regional Planning Commission is working with the Two Rivers-Ottauquechee  
Regional to develop a regional sustainable development plan that strives to make this area a more efficient, 
affordable, safe, healthy place to live. Housing and Transportation outreach efforts are being planned for the 
next few months. Your input is essential. Please visit www.ecvermont.org or contact Dan Potter at  
dpotter@swcrpc.org for more information or to get involved.  

The new Vermont Complete Streets Guidebook is now available online 
at http://healthvermont.gov/family/fit/target.aspx#streets.   
 
The guide includes information about the benefits of complete streets, 
some Vermont examples of complete streets and guidance on how to  
apply the Complete Streets Act to town projects.   
 
For more information about the Complete Streets Act which took effect 
on July 1, 2011, also check out our  
Vermont’s Complete Streets Law Technical Bulletin or contact 
Katharine. 

In November, three RPC staff received professional certifications.  Jason Rasmussen and Katharine Otto are 
now AICP certified planners and John Broker-Campbell is a Certified Floodplain Manager.  

What is a Complete Street? 
 
The principle underlying the  
Complete Streets concept is that 
streets should safely  
accommodate all transportation  
system users, regardless of age, 
ability, or what mode of  
transportation they prefer –  
walking, biking, driving, or use of 

http://vtransengineering.vermont.gov/sections/ltf/transportationalternatives
http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/HCF_CF.html
http://vem.vermont.gov/hmgp_11.2.12
http://arts.gov/grants/apply/OurTown/index.html
http://www.ecvermont.org
mailto:dpotter@swcrpc.org
http://healthvermont.gov/family/fit/target.aspx#streets
http://swcrpc.org/wp/wp-content/uploads/2011/09/CompleteStreetsTechnicalBulletin-final-sept2011.pdf


 

 

Expansion of the Scenic Route 100 Byway 
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The Southern Windsor County Brownfields Reuse Project recently closed out its 2008 Environmental  
Protection Agency Assessment Grant.  The purpose of this grant was to assess the condition of properties 
known or suspected to be contaminated with either petroleum or hazardous materials. The SWCBRP  
addressed many properties throughout the Southern Windsor County Region.   

Most recently, funds were used 
to assess a vault of above 
ground storage tanks at the  
former Jones and Lamson site 
and an underground storage 
tank at the former Bryant 
Grinder site, both of which are in 
Springfield.  
 
For more information, please 
contact Dan Potter at  
dpotter@swcrpc.org.   

 

 

Southern Windsor County Brownfields Reuse Project 

Updated  Online Vermont Planning Information Center  

On the Western side of the region, the Scenic Route 100 Byway runs through Andover and  
Ludlow on VT-100 and parts of VT-103.  Designated in Spring 2011, the Byway Committee is 
currently working to install route markers along the byway and are also working hard to update 
their Corridor Management Plan.  The Corridor Management Plan is being updated to seek an 
extension of the Byway in Spring 2013 – increasing from 31 miles in 6 towns to about 100 miles 
in 19 towns. (from the Massachusetts border to Granville). A spur into Cavendish along VT 103, 
and connecting to Scenic VT 131, is included in the expansion plans. For more information about 
the Byway, contact Katharine. 

VAPDA and ACCD have just announced the 
new and improved Vermont Planning  
Information Center (VPIC) website 
www.vpic.info.  The website for Vermont’s  
volunteer and professional land use  
decision-makers consolidates access to the  
resources you need including: 
 
-        All planning and zoning publications  
         produced by Land Use Education and 
         Training Collaborative      
-        Links to key websites and documents 
-        An improved calendar of training events    
          (trainers can post events directly) 

 Snapshot of the vault and then also looking down in to the vault at J&L.   

Did you know... 

The monthly RPC meetings held at noon on the third Tuesday are open to the public and we welcome your 
attendance as well as opinions.   

mailto:dpotter@swcrpc.org
http://www.vpic.info/


 

 

Vermont Home Energy Challenge: Neighbors Helping Neighbors 

Beginning January 2013, Efficiency Vermont, in partnership with  
Vermont Energy and Climate Action Network (VECAN) and other 
organizations, will spearhead a year-long effort to increase the  
number of homes completing comprehensive energy efficiency  
improvements.  Called the "Vermont Home Energy Challenge", 
towns will set a target of weatherizing 3% of the homes in their  
community over the course of a year.  They can then measure 
their progress toward this goal along with that of other  
communities in their region and across the state.  At the end of the year, towns, regions, and local partners 
will be recognized for the effectiveness of their efforts.  The Vermont Home Energy Challenge is designed 
to help Vermont reach its statewide goal of 25% energy savings in 80,000 homes by the year 2020. 

Efficiency Vermont and partners have designed a number of ready-to-use approaches that local partners 
can implement to encourage homeowners to complete comprehensive efficiency improvements in their 
homes. These approaches include: 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

The town sign-up period is now open and the 
Vermont Home Energy Challenge is scheduled to 
launch in January 2013.   
 
For complete details, and to sign-up your town, 
visit 
www.efficiencyvermont.com/homeenergychallenge,  
or contact Paul Markowitz, Community Energy Program Manager at pmarkowitz@veic.org  
or 802-540-7608. 

Travel Itineraries being compiled for the Connecticut River Byway 
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In southern Windsor County,  the Connecticut River Byway runs along US-5 and parts of  
VT-11 and VT-44  and 44A in Springfield, Weathersfield, Windsor and West Windsor.  
SWCRPC is currently coordinating an effort to create travel itineraries along the Connecticut 
River Byway in Vermont and New Hampshire from the Massachusetts border to the Quebec  
border.  There are 12 regional itineraries: 8 for people in cars, 3 for people to cycle and 1 for 
people to kayak/canoe.  Together, the itineraries cover nearly every mile of the  
Connecticut River Byway – all the way from the Third Connecticut Lake in Pittsburg NH to 
Vernon VT via many downtowns, villages, covered bridges, museums and recreation opportunities.  The  
itineraries will be available online and in a printed brochure in Summer 2013. In connection with this project, 
the Connecticut River Byway just released a newsletter with updates which can be found online at  
http://swcrpc.org/wp/wpcontentuploads/2012/11CRB_November2012newsletter_OnlineVersion.pdf.   
For more information about the Byway and the Itineraries project, contact Katharine. 

Door-to-door community outreach 

Home energy open houses 

Energy contractor partnerships 

Home energy visits                 

Home energy saving workshops 

Energy saving kits 

http://www.efficiencyvermont.com/homeenergychallenge
mailto:pmarkowitz@veic.org
http://swcrpc.org/wp/wp-content/uploads/2012/11/CRB_November2012newsletter_OnlineVersion.pdf


 

 

       RPC Calendar of Events                          Did you know... 
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January 
    16  Transportation Advisory Committee Meeting  
                   @ 6:00pm in the RPC Conference Room,  
                   Ascutney VT. 

    31          Southern Windsor/Windham Counties Solid Waste 
  Management District Annual Meeting @ 6:00pm,  
                   Springfield Town Hall.    

 
February 
     8          Southern Windsor/Windham Counties Solid Waste 
                 Management Executive Meeting @ 9:00am, Ludlow.     

    13         Local Emergency Planning Committee Meeting  
                 @ 6:00 pm, location TBD.                 

    19 Brownfields Steering Committee @ 11:30am at Martin     
                  Memorial Hall, Route 5, Ascutney VT. 
 
    19 Regional Planning Commission Meeting @ 12:00pm   
                  at Martin Memorial Hall, Route 5, Ascutney VT. 

    20 Transportation Advisory Committee Meeting @  
                   6:00pm in  the RPC Conference Room,  
                   Ascutney,  VT. 

 
March 
     8          Southern Windsor/Windham Counties Solid Waste 
                 Management Executive Meeting @ 9:00am, Ludlow.     

    13         Local Emergency Planning Committee Meeting  
                 @ 6:00 pm, location TBD.                 

    19 Brownfields Steering Committee @ 11:30am at Martin     
                  Memorial Hall, Route 5, Ascutney VT. 
 
    19 Regional Planning Commission Meeting @ 12:00pm   
                  at Martin Memorial Hall, Route 5, Ascutney VT. 

    20 Transportation Advisory Committee Meeting @  
                   6:00pm in  the RPC Conference Room,  
                   Ascutney,  VT. 

 
April 
    12         Southern Windsor/Windham Counties Solid Waste 
                 Management Executive Meeting @ 9:00am, Ludlow.     

    10       Local Emergency Planning Committee Meeting  
                 @ 6:00 pm, location TBD.      

    16 Brownfields Steering Committee @ 11:30am at Martin     
                  Memorial Hall, Route 5, Ascutney VT.         

    16 Regional Planning Commission Meeting @ 12:00pm   
                  at Martin Memorial Hall, Route 5, Ascutney VT. 

    17 Transportation Advisory Committee Meeting @  
                   6:00pm in  the RPC Conference Room,  
                   Ascutney,  VT. 

    25          Southern Windsor/Windham Counties Solid Waste 
  Management District Annual Meeting @ 6:00pm,  
                   Springfield Town Hall.    

    W  E  T H E R S F I E L D  

The Town of Weathersfield was named for  
Wethersfield, Connecticut, the home of some of its 
earliest settlers. Settlement began in the Town of 
Weathersfield before 1765.  

The Connecticut town had taken its name, in turn, 
from Wethersfield, a village in the English county of 
Essex, the name of which derived from "wether", or in 
Old English wither, meaning a castrated lamb. In  
England, wethers were trained to lead flocks of ewes 
to pasture. It was a supreme irony that the name of 
the Vermont town (with an 'a' inserted) would derive 
from a connection to sheep, the animal that would 
come to define Weathersfield's economy and land-
scape in the 1800’s and first put it on the map. 

The Town of Weathersfield was chartered as part of 
the Province of New Hampshire, Benning  
Wentworth, Governor and Commander-in-Chief  
August 20th, 1761.  
 
 
 
 

Area 

 • Total 44.2 sq mi  

 • Land 43.6 sq mi 

   • Water 0.6 sq mi  

Population (2010) 

• Total 2,825 

Website www.weathersfield.org 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wethersfield,_Connecticut
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wethersfield,_Essex
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/England
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Essex
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Castration
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sheep
http://www.weathersfield.org


 

 

         Southern Windsor/Windham Counties Solid Waste Management District  

For more information on recycling, composting or Household Hazardous Waste disposal dates please visit 
www.vtsolidwastedistrict.org or email Mary O’Brien at  
mobrien@swcrpc.org.   
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NEW LAW for VERMONTERS 

 

Recycle fluorescent bulbs and 
tubes for FREE at your local 
transfer station* (or WinCycle 

in Windsor). Bring in any  

number of bulbs and up to 10 

tubes per visit—pay nothing! 
Fluorescents have mercury in 
them so it’s imperative to  

dispose of them properly. 

 

*Cavendish 

Ludlow 

Rockingham 

Springfield 

Weathersfield 

 

 

                                                                      Questions? Call 674-9235. 

Anyone Drink Wine? 

 

You can RECYCLE the corks! 
 

 

The transfer stations in: 

 

Cavendish 

Ludlow 

Rockingham 

Springfield 

Weathersfield 

and 

WinCycle in Windsor 

 

accept both natural and  

synthetic corks. 

 

We’ve recycled about 20,000. 


