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Tom Kennedy Re-elected to NADO

Tom Kennedy was re-elected in July to the National Association for Development
Organizations (NADO )Board of Directors representing the East region. The East region
includes all the states from Maine to West Virginia. As a board member, Tom has
worked with NADO in the areas of rural planning and economic development,

brownfields and community development.
NADO

NADO, which is located in Washington, DC, provides advocacy,
peer exchanges, education, and research for regional planning R N
and development organizations in the United States.

NADO Assessment

In 2010 — 2011, NADO assisted Vermont'’s Regional Planning Commissions in
developing performance assessment. The assessment consisted of a survey and
interviews of legislators, federal and state partners, RPC commissioners and staff.
The results of the assessment can be found at www.swcrpc.org.

Funding Opportunities

Applications for the FY2012 Municipal Planning Grant (MPG) Program are due on
September 30, 2011. This grant program funds planning and implementation projects
aimed at revitalizing communities and guiding future development. Priority will be given
to projects that further smart growth principles and town plan projects that address the
new economic development element as passed by the legislature this year as Act 52.
Application materials are available at: http://www.dhca.state.vt.us/Planning/MPG.htm

Under the Go Vermont Program, the VTrans Public Transit Section is offering grants to
municipalities to assist in building a statewide outreach and advocacy network.

Go Vermont is a web-based clearinghouse for all transportation modes in Vermont,
featuring an automated carpool, vanpool and public transit matching service, a vanpool
program, information for State Park and Ride locations, and a link to “511” traffic
conditions. See the Go Vermont website for more information:
www.connectingcommuters.org.

Through the Southern Windsor County Regional Planning Commission (SWCRPC),
VTrans will provide a $500 grant to participating local energy committees or municipal
governments. VTrans is hoping that local governments can help
expand the reach of the Go Vermont Program.

Municipalities interested in this pilot program should
submit a letter of interest to VTrans by September 16.
For more information, please contact Katharine Otto or
Jason Rasmussen.

Late Summer 2011
Special points of interest:

e New Required Municipal
Plan Element: Act 52

e September 10th HHW
Collection Day

e Scenic Route 100 Byway
announced

e Hospital scheduled to open
their doors at 100 River
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Brownfields Update

It has been an exciting summer so far in the brownfields arena. Several
projects have seen a significant amount of progress towards their cleanup.
SWCRPC is partnering with the State of Vermont to finish the required
assessment at the Edgar May Recreational Facility in Springfield as well as
completing a Phase | ESA to facilitate the purchase of the EMRC by the
Springfield Medical Care Systems.

SWCRPC is also teaming up with the VT Agency of Commerce and
Community Development to clean up some of the contamination at the
Jones and Lamson site in Springfield. The RPC developed the bid
specifications and documents necessary for the $175,000 asbestos
abatement project that the VT ACCD is funding. This asbestos abatement
project will start in late July and finish later this fall. It is also anticipated that
the cleanup associated with a $400,000 subgrant from SWCRPC to the
building’s owner, Springfield Regional Development Corporation, will begin this fall. These funds will completely clean
the northern 1/3 of the J&L building and take care of the contaminants present between the building and the Black
River.

Fellows Gear Shaper Building, Springfield.

Cleanup and redevelopment of the former Fellow Gear Shaper building is in full swing and the developers, 100 River
Street, LLC, have made good use of a $500,000 loan from SWCRPC. These funds helped make this project viable and
the hospital is scheduled to open their doors at this location in October.

New Required Element for Municipal Plans

In 2011, the Vermont Legislature enacted Act 52 (H.287) regarding economic development, job creation and buying
local agricultural products. Along with many other provisions, this law amends 24 V.S.A. §4382 adding a new required
town plan element. Town plans are voluntary, but if a town chooses to adopt one there are now eleven required
elements that all plans must include. Town plans will need to be amended to include an economic development
element that: “describes present economic conditions and the location, type, and scale of desired economic
development, and identifies policies, projects, and programs necessary to foster economic growth.”

That section of Act 52 takes effect on July 1, 2012. It was not initially clear if town plans needed to amend their plans
before this date in order to remain valid, or if all plans adopted after that date would need to include this new element.
According to a legal opinion from the Department of Economic, Housing and Community Affairs, their “interpretation is
that any town...plan adopted or readopted after July 1, 2012 must include an economic development element. Existing
plans adopted before that date would continue to be valid and in place until such time as they are amended or
readopted, at which point they must include this element.”

SWCRPC New Arrival

Heather McArthur joined the Regional Planning Commission in June. Heather graduated
from the University of Vermont where she majored in Natural Resource Ecology and
Minored in Geospatial Technologies.

A Vermont native, Heather currently lives in West Townshend and is originally from
Jeffersonville. This summer she is working on sign inventories for several of the towns in
our regions, an update to Cavendish's culvert inventory, conducting a hazardous material
study for the region, compiling demographic statistics, and assisting John in several GIS
projects.



http://www.leg.state.vt.us/docs/2012/Acts/ACT052.pdf

What Does Our Region Look Like?

Unj . Asreported in the last newsletter, data from the 2010 Census started to be released in
nited States February. Since SWCRPC’s Spring Newsletter additional information about age, sex, race, and
Cens us household types has been released. Overall the region’s population is aging, rising an average
of 5.07 years over the past decade, now ranging from 42.6 in Baltimore to 51.8 in Andover.
201 0 However, this was not always due to a higher percentage of people over 65 since both
Springfield and Windsor experienced a reduction in the percentage of people over 65 years of
age in their communities. The average household size has decreased in all the region’s communities, now ranging from
a low of 2.06 people in Ludlow to 2.71 in Baltimore. More information about the region’s new demographic
information can be found in SWCRPC’s July Technical Bulletin “Southern Windsor County and the 2010 Census” which
is available on the website under Publications. Another technical bulletin on the future sources of demographic,
employment and housing data is due to be completed soon. For additional information on existing and upcoming
census data for southern Windsor County contact Katharine Otto at kotto@swcrpc.org or 674-9201.

Moving Right Along... Byways Update

On April 20, 2011, the Vermont Transportation Board announced the designation of the Scenic
Route 100 Byway. It includes Route 100 in the towns of Pittsfield, Killington, Bridgewater,
Plymouth, Ludlow and Andover, as well as spurs of Route 100A and Route 103. The Scenic Route
100 Byway Committee is now starting work on its new bylaws and getting moving on some of the
goals outlined in its Corridor Management Plan. If anyone is interested in joining the committee,

please contact Katharine. ‘ "SCENIC

ROUTE 100
\__BYWAY )

On the other side of the region, SWCRPC is coordinating an effort to create travel itineraries
along the Connecticut River Byway in Vermont and New Hampshire from Brattleboro to Temporary logo
Colebrook. More information on our Byways projects can be found on the Transportation Page for the Scenic

of our website.

Route 100 Byway.

2011 Way to Go VT Commuter Challenge

. BIKE . . , . .
b "4y Way To Go is a week long challenge for commuters to find alternatives to driving alone to work,

7. Whether taking the bus, riding a bike, walking, participating in a ride share, telecommuting or

N

5 ™ using the Park and Rides. Started in Chittenden County in 1994, the Vermont event has evolved
-}

p-1 Sto take on new partners, expand its outreach efforts, and expand geographically to encompass

% participants in 180 municipalities throughout the state in 2011. In just one week, commuters

’ TQECUMN\“\‘v involved in this year’s challenge saved over 400,000 vehicle miles for the week and over $90,000
in total transportation costs while reducing CO, emissions by about 350,000 pounds.

Results from the 2011 Way To Go week are starting to be released online at
http://www.waytogovt.org/. In total we had 22 commuters that either

. . Transportation
started or ended their commute from our region. These commuters saved planners from .
orf a total of 63 commutes where they would travel an avgrage of 49.5 . i —————— /
miles per commute. Collectively these commuters saved just under $500in . WRC carpool ‘ [ >
transportation costs and approximately 2,500 pounds of CO, emissions. for Way To Go ArpooL g |
Week.

Despite a busy week with meetings all over the state and evening meetings,
SWCRPC staff managed to coordinate for a variety of workday and meeting
carpools —and came in 5™ in the state for the micro business category
(under 10 employees).



http://swcrpc.org/wp/programs/transportation/
http://www.waytogovt.org/
mailto:dpotter@swcrpc.org

Little Grey Boxes and Thin Black Tubes — Transportation Updates

Summer means field work in the
transportation world whether it’s
inventorying bridges, culverts,
sidewalks, roads or signs, or doing
traffic or bike and pedestrian
counts. SWCRPC is currently
working with towns to complete a
variety of field work throughout the
region. If you see a little grey box
on a sign post or trash can near a
sidewalk or pedestrian path, that’s a
pedestrian counter.

If you see little black tubes across
the road, that’s a traffic count or
those purple boxes hanging from
the trees... that’s

nothing to do with us! Across the
region a variety of VTrans bridge
projects have been making moves.

Traffic counts and pedestrian counts

are being carried out across the
region.

In May a local concerns meeting was
held for the Walker Bridge project in
Ludlow, a project which is just
getting underway for the bridge
over the Black River on Main Street
near Pleasant Street. In July, the
Transportation Advisory Committee
welcomed Wayne

Symonds from VTrans who gave an
overview of an upcoming
Design-Build project for the 1-91
bridges over VT-44 in Windsor.

And the biggest regional bridge
news — the re-opening of the
Chester bridges on VT-103 on July
17" — was met by a big community
celebration.

Continuity of Operations Planning

Given the climate and topography of Vermont, many businesses face an
increased threat of atypical events such as winter storms and flooding that

may lead to a business stoppage. Business owners invest time and resources

into

ensuring a continued operation, however:

e What if critical employees are unable to get to work due to road

damage?

e Canthe business withstand a work stoppage for a day, week, or

longer?

e Does the business rely on daily or weekly delivery of

materials?
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= WS
Bakery Cafe

Answers to these questions further the steps that many businesses have already taken in emergency preparedness.

The U.S. Small Business Administration estimates that 25% of businesses never
reopen after a disaster; having a business continuity plan may
increase that percentage.

SWCRPC and the Two River Ottauquechee Regional Commission are partnering

| Operations plan outlines the critical information and contacts that may be
needed in the event of an emergency along with both short and long term
recommendations for increased preparedness that may be implemented.

SWCRPC and Springfield Regional Development Corporation (SRDC) are working to develop these plans for ten

businesses in the region.

Currently staff have completed draft plans for The Red Barn café in Ascutney and Woodbury Florist in Springfield.



Upcoming Events & Workshops in V1 RPC Calendar of Events
2011 NNECAPA Annual Conference: Best of Today for Tomorrow September

September 08 - 10, 2011 ]

Location: Main Street Landing Performing Arts Center > Labor Day; office closed

60 Lake Street, Burlington 7 Local Emergency Planning Committee Meeting

For More Information:
http://nnecapa.org/files/2011/04/NNECAPAFALLCONFERENCEd.pdf

Local Energy and Agriculture Fesitival (LEAF)
September 17, 2011

Location: Bradford

Time: 9:00am — 6:00pm

Cost: FREE

For More Information: www.leafvt.org

2011 VLCT Town Fair

October 06, 2011

Location: Killington Grand Hotel, Killington

Time: 8:00am — 4:30pm

Cost: $50.00 by 9/9/11, $60.00 after. $25.00 w/out lunch
Registration Deadline: Early Bird Sept. 9, 2011.
Pre-registration ends on Sept. 28.

Weathering the Storm: Land, Water and the Local Role

October 19, 2011

Location: Capitol Plaza Hotel, Montpelier
Sponsored by: VLCT Municipal Assistance Center
Cost: thd

Managing the Municipal Budget

October 26, 2011

Location: Capitol Plaza Hotel, Montpelier
Sponsored by: VLCT Municipal Assistance Center
Cost: thd

4™ Annual Vermont Community Energy
& Climate Action Conference:
December 3, 2011

Time: 9:00am — 4:00pm

Location: Lake Morey Inn in Fairlee

Municipal Technology Workshop

December 06, 2011

Location: Capitol Plaza Hotel, Montpelier
Sponsored by: VLCT Municipal Assistance Center
Cost: thd

For more information on upcoming events
please visit www.vlct.org and www.swcrpc.org

@ 6:00pm, location TBD.

9 Southern Windsor/Windham Counties Solid Waste
Management Executive Meeting @ 9:00am, Ludlow.

20 Brownfields Steering Committee @ 11:30am at
Martin Memorial Hall, Ascutney.

20 Regional Planning Commission Meeting/SRDC
@ 8:00am Howard Dean Center.

21 Transportation Advisory Committee Meeting
@ 7:00pm in the RPC Conference Room, Route 5,
Ascutney VT.

October
10 Columbus Day; office closed

12 Local Emergency Planning Committee Meeting
@ 6:00 pm, location TBD.

14 Southern Windsor/Windham Counties Solid Waste
Management Executive Meeting @ 9:00am, Ludlow.

18 Brownfields Steering Committee @ 11:30am at
Martin Memorial Hall, Ascutney.

18 Regional Planning Commission Meeting @ 12:00pm
at Memorial Hall, Ascutney.

19 Transportation Advisory Committee Meeting @
7:00pm in the RPC Conference Room, Route 5,
Ascutney, VT.

27 Southern Windsor/Windham Counties Solid Waste
Management District Meeting @ 6:00pm, Springfield.

November
9  Local Emergency Planning Committee Meeting
@ 6:00 pm, location TBD.

11 Southern Windsor/Windham Counties Solid Waste
Management Executive Meeting @ 9:00am, Ludlow.

15 Brownfields Steering Committee @ 11:30 am
in the RPC Conference Room, Route 5, Ascutney VT.

15 Regional Planning Commission Meeting @ 12:00PM
in the RPC Conference Room, Ascutney Professional
Building.

16 Transportation Advisory Committee Meeting
@ 7:00pm the RPC Conference Room, Route 5,
Ascutney VT.

24 & 25 Thanksgiving; office closed



http://www.vlct.org/events-news-blogs/event-calendar/ics/253/20110908T000000-20110909T000000
http://www.vlct.org/events-news-blogs/event-calendar/ics/284/20110917T090000-20110917T180000
http://www.vlct.org/events-news-blogs/event-calendar/ics/252/20111006T080000-20111006T163000
http://www.vlct.org/events-news-blogs/event-calendar/ics/292/20111019T000000-20111020T000000
http://www.vlct.org/events-news-blogs/event-calendar/ics/293/20111026T000000-20111027T000000
http://www.vlct.org/events-news-blogs/event-calendar/ics/291/20111206T000000-20111207T000000

Southern Windsor/Windham Counties Solid Waste Management District

Household Hazardous
Waste Collections

Saturday
September 10, 2011

Springfield Transfer Station
0:00 a.m. — 12:00 p.m.
and

Weathersfield Transfer Station
0:00 a.m. — 12:00 p.m.

For District residents & businesses* only.

o up to 10 gallons are free
« 11+ gallons are $4.00 each

*Businesses will be charged for disposal costs and
must pre-register.

www.vtsolidwastedistrict.org
For more information, call 674-9235.

Bring in a mercury thermometer; we’ll
give you a digital thermometer.

The next HHW collections will be
in Springfield and Rockingham on
Saturday, May 12, 2012.

Collections sponsored by the Southern
Windsor/Windham Counties Solid Waste Man-
agement District in cooperation with the Towns of
Springfield, Weathersfield, and Rockingham

Great Gift Idea!

Your solid waste district has Soil Saver composters for
sale.
10-year guarantee
28" x 28” x 32”
2 slide-up doors for easy removal of compost
self-watering lid feature

E-mail
mobrien@swcrpc.org
or call 674-9235

to place your order.

=2

State

Law

Effective July 1, 2011

Free recycling at your transfer station:

e printers

o televisions

e computers

e computer monitors

I5
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Time to clean out your basement, barn, or garage!

For Vermont residents, school dis-
tricts, charities, and businesses with
up to 10 employees
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